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     There are numerous pesky, filthy flies that can        
become a nuisance in and around the home as temps 
begin to rise.  

     House flies are zooming around indoors, landing 
and feeding on food. Large-bodied, metallic blow flies 

may become numerous   
outdoors around trash cans 
and other scum build up. 
Drain flies appear indoors 
suddenly and mysteriously 
congregating around      
windows, lamp shades at 
night and showers, bathtubs, 
sinks and floor drains. 

     Adult drain flies are tiny, 
fuzzy, dark greyish     insects with body and wings 
covered in dense hairs. Because they are so hairy they 
often are mistaken for tiny moths. They reproduce in 
moist, organic solids such as muck and slime around 
drains and septic tanks. 

     Don’t forget about fruit flies, a common indoor 
pest, that will feed and breed in semi-liquid of rotting 
fruits and vegetables often accidentally forgotten. 

    It’s not unusual to have a fly problem when spills 
and overlooked scum provide an excellent breeding 
ground for flies. Unfortunately, many of these flies 
can be an extreme nuisance because they will get into 
eyes, ears, and noses of people and pets in the area.  

Since these flies originate in filthy conditions, there is 
also the possibility of health issues and disease     
transmission. 

This is the ideal time of year to reach out to customers 
about the importance of fly control and to have you 
inspect for areas that can be breeding sites. You can 
then work with them to eliminate those breeding sites, 
providing effective methods to clean pipes and trap 
flies indoors and out. 

This is also a good time of year to post fly control 
messages on your social media platforms. 
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     Insects and other pests need the 
same the same things we do: food, 
shelter and water. Unfortunately, 
we often provide them with one or 
all of those things! Eliminating or 
reducing moisture in and around a 
home will go a long way in         
decreasing insect populations. 

     Water also makes wood more 
attractive to termites and carpenter 
ants encourages fungal growth and 
serves as breeding material for   
mosquitoes and other types of flies. 

When treating a home, look for 
moisture areas. Check out some of 
the most common causes of        

accumulated moisture. Mulch and 
vegetation abutting against a home 
attract pest like earwigs, termites, 
springtails and centipedes by      
holding moisture against the      
foundation.  

     Inspect gutters and downspouts 
to see if they are properly installed, 
clear of debris and that water is 
draining away from the structure. If 
you there is a sprinkler system, 
check to see if sprinkler heads are 
aimed away from the structure so 
you they aren’t unnecessarily    
soaking the home and drawing in 
pests! 

     Two other areas to look at are     
beneath air conditioning units and 
leaking hoses. 

     This attention to detail helps  
ensure that the customer is happy 
with your                                               
services and 
may even 
offer an   
opportunity 
to provide 
add-on 
services. 

Moisture Issues 





 
SPRING 2021 

 

DO YOU GET KPCA EMAIL NEWS? 
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Insect Emergence 
 
     This time of year is wonderful, as 
the cold weather makes way for    
warmer temperatures. It’s lovely, but 
have you often thought about what  
exactly triggers insects to being their 
spring activities? 
 
     Much like us humans, increased 
temperatures and longer daylight hours 
are triggers for insects to awaken from 
their winter slumber, Insect survive the 
winter in numerous body forms, often 
as eggs or immature larvae. A few  
insects survive in their adult form and undergo a process called 
diapause, which is essentially hibernation for insects, where 
their metabolism slows drastically to preserve energy. 
 
     Once the right temperature and daylight hours are sustained 
for a period of time, an insect’s internal clock will cause them 
to awaken. The few that survived winter and emerged as adults 
may quickly find mates to begin the next generation.  
 
     Insects that emerge in the immature stage will find fresh, 
new vegetation among other food sources and begin their   
feeding frenzy to continue development. 
 
     Along with all of the insects that are emerging outdoors, 
any insects that found shelter indoors during the cold temps 
will also begin waking up inside homes.  
 
     Make sure customers know you can help them with their 
spring insect cleaning and that the time for prevention is now! 

     Gas stations don’t 
tend to be hot zones 
for mosquitoes. But 
wind-
shield   
basins are 
an        
example 
of       
man-made   
containers 
mosqui-
toes can 
utilize to 
lay eggs. 
 
     Despite the     
presence of soapy, 
cloudy liquid in the 
basins, it is not     
uncommon for    
mosquitoes to find a 
way to make these 
fertile grounds. 
 
     Cx. Quinquefasci-
atus mosquitoes are 
highly resilient and 
known to occupy 
highly polluted     
habitats, making 
them more tolerant to 

adverse chemical 
environments. 
 

     It is 
unlikely 
mosquito 
larvae 
will 
transport 
on to a 
wind-
shield, 
however 
it is likely 
when a 
car leaves 

a station a mosquito 
can finds it way in a 
window and 
transport to another 
location. 
 
     So, if you service 
a gas station, make 
sure you are treating  
these basins. If you 
are looking for new        
commercial          
customers, use this 
knowledge as a    
selling point for your 
services.  

O 
ne of the most visible signs of a termite        
infestation is the presence of flying termites, 
sometimes called swarmers. These dark       

bodied, winged termites emerge in large numbers in 
the spring, in search of mates to begin a new colony. 
 
     Most termites in a colony are worker termites. 
They are soft-bodied, creamy-white in color and spend 
nearly all their time in soil. Worker termites easily dry 
out when exposed to sunlight or air. Swarmers, on the 
other hand, are designed to leave the soil and strike 
out in search of mates to start a new colony. They are 
dark in color with four wings of equal size and shape. 
 
     When termite colonies swarm, hundreds or       
thousands of winged termites are released. When this 

occurs indoors, the insects 
are often attracted to light 
sources, so homeowners 
may find piles of      
swarmers on windowsills 
or around light sources. 
Soon after emergence, termite swarmers will break off 
their wings, so it’s not uncommon to see piles of 
wings on windowsills or countertops. 
 
     Nearly all termite swarmers will perish if they 
emerge inside a structure, but it’s still important that 
homeowners contact a pest professional immediately. 
Make sure customers understand that swarming inside 
can indicate an underlying infestation that may not be 
visible, so an inspection is essential. 

     S w a r m  S e a s o n  i s  H e r e !  

Don’t Miss This    
Mosquito Habitat 
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Springtime for              
Springtails 

 
     Springtails are very small, wingless insects about 
1/116th inches long that can jump! 
 
     They can occur in large numbers in moist areas, such 
as around plumbing in bathrooms, basements, or     
kitchens, or also in well-irrigated lawns and turf. Most 
homeowners notice 
them in Spring around 
tubs or toilets,          
especially near drains, 
leaking pipes, sinks, 
and in the soil of    
over-watered house 
plants, but they can be 
pests all year long. 
 
     Sometimes, they are 
known as snow fleas 
because they can      
accumulate on top of melting snow banks. They get 
their name from the ability to leap through the air three 
to four inches by means of a tail-like mechanism 
(furcula) tucked under the abdomen. 
 
     Populations can be high - up to 100,000 per cubic 
meter of surface soil, or millions per acre! Most feed on 
algae, fungi, and decaying vegetable matter, and they 
are abundant in damp, moist or very humid locations. 
 
     Others feed on plant roots or nibble on young plant 
leaves and germinating seeds in flowerbeds. Springtail 
presence is considered beneficial outdoors because they 
reduce decaying vegetation back to  soil.  
 
     Sometimes they are confused as fleas, but they do 
not bite or do damage to humans, pets or furnishings. 
They are a nuisance and may indicate a moisture     
problem in a home, such as a leak. They become a pest 
by their presence when abundant, and by entering 
homes through doorways, screens or other openings. 
Buildings with constant high humidity may be overrun 
with springtails.  
 
     That’s where you, as a pest professional, can assist 
customers. Look for these bugs when you are doing   
inspections and treat accordingly. 

Fun Spider 
Facts 

 
     Odds are, there is a    
spider in every Kansas 
home. This means everyone 
in pest control needs to 
know about spiders.  
 

• Spiders consume 400-800 million tons or prey 
every year. 

• World spider population weighs 29 million 
tons. 

• Over 45,000 species of spiders have been    
described by science. Only about 3,800 species 
are known from the U.S. and Canada. 

• Half of the difference species of spiders in the 
U.S. are less than 1/8 inch. 

• Spiders feed exclusively on liquids. They lack 
chaws to chew food. 

• Although early all spiders have venom, only a 
handful are capable of causing bites that are 
medically important to humans. These include 
the widow and recluse spiders in the U.S. 

• Most spiders kill & eat prey in forest and 
grasslands (95%) and only 2% of annual spider 
prey are eaten in ag lands, probably because of 
disturbances caused by farming activity. 

• Spiders disperse by parachuting or 
“ballooning.” 

• Some spiders have been captured by            
ballooning at altitudes up to 2.5 miles, over 
13,000 feet. It’s thought that electrostatic   
forces assist with flight. 

• Young spiderlings produce lightweight strands 
of silk to catch updrafts. 





Wa t c h  O u t  F o r  S n a ke s  
       
     Woody’s punch line in the movie Toy Story is 
thought-provoking if given much thought. When you 
dig further into the saying, it raises more important 
questions for identifying pest problems around a 
home. For instance, will snakes get into boots? 
 
     While boots are not attractive to snakes, they can 
provide shelter to a snake that has taken residence in 
or around a home. Actually having a snake move into 
a boot would be a rare occurrence. There are plenty of 
other places that snakes would prefer to hide. As a 
general rule, boots or other shoes that aren’t in a deep 
area, like a basement, and are worn regularly,        
probably won’t harbor snakes or any other pest. 
 
     If you do have boots that have been stored in a 
damp, dark area for an extended period of time, it’s 
good practice to check the inside with a flash light for 
any pest evidence and shake them thoroughly before 
putting them on. 
 

     There are two main reasons why snakes move into 
homes — food and shelter. Limiting access to both of 
these things will help prevent snake problems. Snakes 
prefer cool, damp areas so seal any access points and 
opening in areas like crawl spaces and basements 
where snakes would prefer to harbor. 
 
     Keeping a yard clean by removing debris, trash and 
fallen branches will eliminate areas snakes may be 
hiding. Furthermore, regularly cutting grass in       
combination with weed control reduces hiding places, 
as well as reduces other pests snakes will eat.  
 
     There are some snake species that are venomous 
and can be dangerous. To eliminate any risk, custom-
ers shouldn't handle snakes found in a home or yard. If 
you handle wildlife, make sure they have your number 
and be ready to assist them immediately. 
 
     Also, if you do handle wildlife control, including 
snakes, make sure customers are aware of that and see 
if there are any services you can provide to help with 
snake problems or prevention. 
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